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SERVING BACK BAY, BEACON HILL, DOWNTOWN, FENWA.’Y AND SOUTH END

by Scott Van Voorhis

A decades-old freeze on commercial
parking spaces in downtown Boston could
- lower the boom on City Hall’s drive to
encourage corporate expansion and create
more jobs.

{ Bostoms;ustSOOspacesﬁomlnmngﬂIe
| cap on the amount of commercial parking
allowed downtown, which is limited to
35,556 spaces. ’
| And the city’s parking situation is poised
| to tighten further in the next few years,
{ potelmally derailing new development plans
| and pushing some businesses into the sub-
| urbs, warns. David Begelfer, chief executive

I of NAIOP Massachusetts, which represents

the local development industry. .
~ The Boston Common Garage is weighing
~a major expansion that could use any
remaining downtown spaces under the cap,

while plans to redevelop South Bostons

waterfront could build over surface lots now
¢ utilized by downtown commuters, Begelfer
C said.

The parking crunch comes as Mayor
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Parking Cap May Curb Develo ment

companies o expand downtown, recently
cutting a deal that will give millions in city
tax incentives to help spur a major headquar-
ters expansion by Liberty Mutual. The giant
insurer has pledged to create 600 jobs over
the next several years. -

“Certainly if they do expand the Common
garage, they will exhaust all the spaces”
said Lawrence DiCara, a partner at Nixon
Peabody who specializes in real estate and a
former City Council president. “It’s a zero
sum:

Poss:bly the bnggestmﬂme shift to the
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pﬁbh? garage underneath | Boston
Common. The Massachusetts Convention
Center Authority (MCCA), which owns the
Boston Common Garage, is studying plans
that could double the size of the 1,362-space
underground parking complex.

That would deplete the 800 spaces
remaining under the downtown cap, and
then some. The cap, which dates to the
1970s, was adopted to bring the city into
comphance with the landmark federal Clean
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