
March 18, 2010 

 
Robert Antico 
Massachusetts Department of Transportation 
Charles River Basin Accelerated Bridge Program 
251 Causeway Street, Suite 700 
Boston, MA 02114 
 

Delivery by Adobe PDF via email to Robert.Antico@state.ma.us  

 
Subject: River St and Western Ave Bridges Reconstruction 
 

Dear Mr. Antico: 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to provide some suggestions and comments 

regarding the River St and Western Ave Bridges reconstruction project. 

 

We are of course very pleased that the bridges are to be reconstructed, and are glad 

that one of your priorities is to ensure that the bridges better serve all users, including 

pedestrians, bicyclists, transit users, boaters, and motorists. However, there are three 

main points we would like to make to your team that we think are key to the overall 

success of this project: 

 

1. It is essential that the scope of the project be expanded to include the network 

of intersections and roadways immediately around these bridges, as they 

currently pose safety and access issues that must be addressed. 

2. Pedestrian and bicycle safety and access must be a primary objective of this 

project, including improved access not only on the bridges but to and from 

them as well. 

3. Traffic flow must be better controlled and more clearly defined to improve 

safety and mobility, particularly through improved signalization and signage, 

curb adjustments, and roadway markings. 

 

We have created two conceptual designs of improvements we think you can make as 

part of this project, which we have attached. We have also included a detailed 

appendix explaining in detail our recommendations for this project. Thank you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Charlie Denison, Board Member & Advocacy Director 

Also endorsed by: Charlotte Burger, Boston Cyclists Union 

mailto:Tracy.Osimboni@state.ma.us
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CC:  

 
Vineet Gupta, Boston Transportation Department.  
vineet.gupta@cityofboston.gov 
 
Charlotte Fleetwood, Boston Transportation Department 
charlotte.fleetwood@cityofboston.gov 
 
John Read, Boston Redevelopment Authority.  
John.Read.bra@cityofboston.gov 
 
Nicole Freedman, Boston Bikes 
Nicole.Freedman.bra@cityofboston.gov 
  
Sue Clippinger, Cambridge Transportation Department 
sclippinger@cambridgema.gov 
  
Rep. Marty Walz 
Marty.Walz@state.ma.us 
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Appendix 

 

Conceptual Diagrams and Detailed Recommendations 



Conceptual Diagram: River Street Bridge and surrounding roadways 

                           



Conceptual Diagram: Western Ave Bridge and surrounding roadways 

                  


