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PROCEEDINGS

MS. SLOAN: Good evening everybody.
We're going to begin the design public hearing. My
name is Kimberley Sloan and I work in the Highway
Engineering Division of the Massachusetts Highway
Department in Boston. I was directéd by our Chief
Engineer who is Tom Broderick to conduct tonight's
design public hearing.

With me this evening is Mr. Dan Gentile.
He also works for MassHighway.» He's our right-of-
way agent.

Seated in front here is Mr. Ken Munn
of Arlington Typing & Mailing who will be making a
verbatim transcript of tonight's hearing.

In the audience is Mr. Dave Chappel
and Keith Lincoln of Greenman - Pedersen, which is
the city's design engineer for this project.

Also in the audience is Mr. John
Wagner, the city's landscape design engineer. John
is with the firm of Weston & Sampson.

We'll commence the formal part of the
hearing by reading the notice of the public hearing.

Dan?
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MR. GENTILE: Thank you, Kim.

"The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

"Highway Department

"Notice Of Public Hearing

"A design public hearing will be

held by the Massachusetts Highway Depart-

ment to discuss the proposed safety improve-

ments for a segment of Massachusetts Avenue

between Albany Street and Westland Avenue,

in the City of Boston.

"WHERE:

"WHEN :

""PURPOSE:

"“"PROPOSAL:

Joseph Hurley Elementary School
70 Worcester Street

Boston, MA 02118

Wednesday, March 26, 2003

at 6:00 P.M.

To provide the public with an
opportunity to become fully
acquainted with the proposed
safety improvement project. All
views and comments made at this
hearing will be reviewed and
considered to the maximum extent
possible.

The proposed work consists of
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roadway and intersection improve-
ments along Massachusetts Avenue
’between Albany Street and West-
land Avenue. The work will include
roadway and sidewalk reconstruction,
upgrading of the existing traffic
signals, construction of exclusive
left turn lanes, new street
lighting, landscaping and amenities,
and signs and pavement markings.

A éecure right-of-way will be necessary
for this project. Acquisitions in fee and
permanent or temporary easements may be
required. The City of Boston is responsible
for acquiring all needed rights in private
or public lands.

"The Department'é policy regarding
land acquisitions will be discussed at this
hearing.

"Written views received by‘the Depart-
ment subsequent to the date of this notice
and up to five (5) days prior to the date
of th; hearing, shall be displayed for public

inspection and copying at the time and date
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listed above.

“"Written statements And other exhibits
in place of, or in addition to, oral state-
ments at the public hearing regarding thé
proposed undertaking, are to be submitted
to Thomas F. Broderiék, P.E.,Chief Engineer,
Massachusetts Highway Department, Ten Parkb
Plaza, boston, 02116.

"Such submissions will also be accepted
at the hearing. The final date for receipt
of these statements and exhibits will be
ten (10) days after this public hearing.

"Plans will be on display for one-
half hour before the hearing, with an Engineer
in attendance to answer questions regarding
this project.

""John Cégliano, Commissioner.

"Thomas F. Broderick, P.E., Chief
Engineer.

"Boston, Massachusetts"

MS. SLOAN: Thank you, Dan.

I just want to mention to everyone

that there's been a change to the notice. We had

several requests to extend the comment period,
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therefore we've changed the comment period from
ten days to thirty days. So you now have‘thirty
days to comment on this design public hearing from
this date forward.

"Also, I want to make you aware that

this notice appeared twice in the South End News

and the Back Bay Current.
| The brochure handed out to you this

evening explains the purpose of the hearing which is
to give us an opportunity to make a formal presén—
tation and at the same time allows us to record
your comments of the proposed project.

| This project is being funded entirely
with state funds. The design is expected to complete
by the fall of 2004.

This project must be programmed for
construction in the Transportation Improvement Pro-
gram by the Metropolitan Area Planning Council
within thé appropriate federal fiscal year. Con-
struction is expected to be completed within 36
months time.

Noﬁ I would like to ask Mr. Gentile,
again, to explain the right-of-way procedures.

Dan?
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SRV

MR. GENTILE: Thank you, Kim.

When the Commonwealth, acting through
jts Massachusetts Highway Department, indicated
that it would accept this safety improvement
program, your city accepted certain responsibilities.

FROM THE AUDIENCE: We can't hear you
back here.

MR. GENTILE: I'11 speak up.

MS. SLOAN: There are actuall& some
seats up front so some people could move up too.

If you're way in the back, you could move up front.

MR. GENTILE: When the Commonwealth,
acting through its Massachusetts Highway Department,
indicated that it would accept this safety improve-
ment program, your city accepted certain responsi-
bilities. One of those responsibilities is to
acquire all of the necessary rights in private and
public lands for the design, construction, and
implementation of this project.

This project is funded with 100 percent
state funds and is currently receiving no federal |
aid.

The Department's function is to review

and recommend procedures that your city will utilize
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in acquiring these rights. The procedures used must

comply with state regulations.

The current design plans indicate that
temporary construction easements will be required.
Your municipality may acquire the needed rights
through a combination of donations, eminent domain,
deed grants, permits, or right-of-entries.

Frequently local governments will
appeal for donations. The donation procedure mini-
mizes the acquisition cost for your community.

Affected property owners should be
contacted by personnel from your municipality.

This project cannot be advertised until your city

issues a Non-Federal Aid Right-0f-Way Certificate

assuring the Massachusetts Highway Department that
they have obtained all of the necessary rights in

public and/or private land needed for the comple-

tion of this project.

Affected property owners' rights are
protected until Massachusetts General Laws, primarily
Chapter 79.

I'11l be happy to answer any general
questions regarding right-of-way activities during

the open forum and I'll be available after this
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public hearing for any specific question that you
may have.

Thank you.

MS. SLOAN: Thank you, Dan.

Next, I'd like to ask Mr. Dave Chappel
to explain the project to you. I ask that everyone
please hold all your questions until we open the
hearing to the public.

Dave?

MR; CHAPPEL: Welcome everybody.
Just to give you a quick update, many of you were
at a meeting that we had about a year ago November
at the Boston Public Library and at that time we
presented akconcept for Massachusetts Avenue and
this is a furthering of the concept of what we're
showing you tonight.

Basically the project extends from
Symphony Hall to the north to Boston City Hospital
to the south. |

Some key statistics regarding Massa-
chusetts Avenue. The project length is a little
over a mile; 5,500 hundred feet. The average daily
traffic volume on Massachusetts Avenue is 40,700.

That was taken a couple years ago.
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Peak hour traffic volume is between
2,700 and 2,800 cars. That's in both directions.
The truck percentage, which was measured back in
I believe 1997, is about 3.6 percent. The average
running speed is about 20 miles-an-hour. This is
not a high-speed facility, as you know.

As far as the accident history is
concerned, there were six intersections within the
top 50 in the state as far as accidents were con-
cerned.

(slide)

Basically this is a locus map showing
Massachusetts Avenue and the side streets.

Essentially there are several goals
to be met with this project. The first goal would
be obviously to reconstruct the roadway, and the
sidewalk, and the medians.

Another goal is to tty and provideb
two continuous through lanes throughout the pro-
ject. 1In some cases you can trapped in a left-turn
lane and we're going to try and take care of that.

Another objective of the project is
to provide better bicycle accommodations and pedes-

trian accommodations. Right now the pedestrian
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accommodations are mot up to ADA standards.

To take care of the bicycle accommo-
dations we're going to widen the outside lane to
give more room for the bicycles and more room for
people opening their car doors and bicycles gbing
by.

Another abjective is to provide new
lighting, replace the lighting along the corridor,
and also to provide landscaping where we can,
although the landscaping is really.preliminary right
now.

(slide)

First, I'd like to start down the
corridor at Albany Street and I'll tr& and highlight
the changes in our design of what's there now.

Albany Street has really no left-turn
lane heading éouthbound. There's kind of a left-
turn lane but it requires a shift in the lanes
heading southbound and often times you can get
caught in the left-turn lane without realizing it.

So what we're going to try to do is
put in a real left-turn pocket at Albany Street
and we think that it will improve that intersection

somewhat.




L 14

" oane

. PN

PhALAL GU.. BAIONNR. N4 Giwma

10

11

12

13

14

1S

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

15

There will be other improvements at
Albany Street as well. The signals will be reworked
and retimed.

Harrison Avenue, there really isn't
any major changes as to what's there now. One of
the changes that is common to a lot of the inter-
sections is a lot of the intersections you'll see
post-mounted signals in the medians at the inter-
sections.

We're going to be removing the medians
just adjacent to the intersection. So those post-
mounted signals which get hit all the time are
going to be taken down and those signals will be
mounted on mast arms.

(slide)

Washington Street, as you all know,
has just be resignalized under a different project
that covers Washington Street. There will be some
minor modifications required for that traffic
signal.

Also, what we're planning on doing
is making that Washington Street signal part of
the overall Massachusetts Avenue system, which will

be a coordinated system that goes all the way from
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Symphony Hall to City Hospital.

(slide)

Here is the area again, Washington
Street, Shawmut Avenue. There are really no major

changes in the lane configuration there. We're

going to maintain the left turn to Washington

Street and also a left turn to Shawmut Avenue.

(slide)

This is Chester Square. Again, no
changes really to the geometry of Chester Square
except crosswalks are going to have to be provided
from the outside crosswalk to the inside crosswalk
at.the park.

Other than that, Chester Square will
pretty much remain the same except the median will
be rebuilt. All of the medians on the project will
either be, some of them will be eliminated, but
those that will stay will be rebuilt.

(slide)’

This is the intersection with Tremont.
That's another area where the traffic signals will
be updated. Tremont is the busiest cross street
on Mass Avenue. That's a very congested inter-

section and it's going to be a challenge for us to
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time that and make it better.

(slide)

Columbus Avenue we're going to see
some real improvements because as eVerybody knows
the left-turn pocket on Columbus Avenue going
northbound is very difficult. 1It's not fully
shadowed, meaning the left-turners are not fully
pulled over out of the through lanes and it causes
an unsafe situation and it’also causes cars to back
up along the corridor.

So we're going to provide a real
left-turn lane northbound on Columbus‘Avenue.'

(slide)

Also, on Columbus Avenue southbound,
which didn't really show, we're going to provide
a new 1eft—turn-1ane there as well.

This is the cross sectionkwhich is
pretty consistent from Albany Street all the way
to Columbus Avenue. The medians will be rebuilt.
The medians that are there now are those old brick
medians with the pot planters which will be replaced.

As 1 mentioned before, the outside
lane is going to be made wider. Right now its 12

to 13 feet. 1It's going to be increased to 14 feet
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and that's to leave more room for bicycles up
against the parking lane.

‘Sidewalks will remain the same width.

(slide)

At the intersections the situation
is a little bit different. Presently you have a
left-turn lane which is against a small median of
four to five feet. That small‘median what it does
is it reaily takes up space that could be used in
other ways for bicycle accommodations.

So at the intersection that small
median will be eliminated and‘the left-turn lane
will be centered on Mass Avenue but with no median
between the northbound and southbound traffic.

(slide)

The nekt corridor is basically from
Columbus Avenue to Huntington. This shows Columbus
at St. Botolph. 1I've already described the objec=
tive here is to put in a real left-turn lane at
Columbus so that two lanes of through traffic can
pass.

St. Botolph is one of the heaviest
lefts on the corridor. Right now there are two

lanes heading northbound and one is a through and
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a left, and left-turners are blocking the through

traffic.
So what we're going to do is to attempt
to put in a left-turn lane in there at St.Botolph.
Another feature that people have
talked about earlier on in the project would be
to provide a pedestrian signal at the Orange Line
so people could easily cross back and forth there.
(slide)
This is the cross section from Columbus
Avenue to St. Botolph. As you know there is a
median there now. It's about 5-feet wide, a concrete
median. That median is going to be eliminated,
or at least the raised median is going to be
eliminated and that's going to be replaced with a
striped median.
Now some of that extra room is going
to be used to increase the outside travel lanes
for bicycle accommodations. So that's really the
major change there.
(slide)
As I mentioned before, we're going
to provide a left-turn pbcket at Columbus and we're

going to provide a left-turn pocket going the other
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way on St. Botolph heading northbound.

(slide) |

The next area of concern is the area
between St. Botolph and Huntington Avenue. There's
been a lot of discussion about providing or allow-
ing left turns, or providing for a left turn to
be made onto Huntington Avenue from Massachusetts
Avenue. '

That's still be studied and that's
one of the reasons that we're here is to take sug-
gestions from pgople that may have suggestions for
that.

But other than that there will be a
left turn pocket heading down St. Botolph towards
downtown, which will be provided on Massachusetts
Avenue.

(slide)

Again, this is showing the difference
between the existing and proposed conditions. The

existing, there is no median at all. There are

- two lanes in each direction on Mass Avenue.

Under the proposed condition, there
will be a 6-foot striped median which will be mostly

used to shadow the left-turn lanes and provide space

































































































































































































































































































